
 435 Main Street, Akron PA 17501  717. 859. 2100 

Check our website: www.zionakron.org and  

Facebook page.   

Polar Express Party 
at Zion Lutheran Church 
Friday, December 20, 7pm 
 
Join us in watching “Polar Express” in the sanctuary. Come enjoy hot chocolate and 
cookies. Everyone is welcome! 

Advent/Christmas Night in the Barn 
at Wittel Farm 
Sunday, December 22, 7pm 
 
Join us for an intimate evening of scripture, hymns and songs, prayers and joyful music. 
We gather in the barn around a manger for this annual tradition, with candlelight, hot 
cocoa and cookies.  

You can RSVP on the Lutheran Camping Corporation website. 

On December 15, we will be covering Chapter 6 “Plotting Goodness”.   

 

Please bring your Bible.  The Scripture readings we will be studying are:   

Genesis 12:1-9 

Galatians 3:6-9 

Mark 11:15-19 

 

Please bring your book.  If you need a book or have questions, contact Missy Hoffman 

at  mkh060455@gmail.com. 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 8, 2024 

 



INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

Welcome, guests and friends, to worship this morning.  We gather to give thanks to God 
our creator and savior. Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always 
lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the 
texts appointed for these four weeks. Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of 
our God. While John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of 
the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of 
the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the 
gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in 
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”  
 

GATHERING 
 
PRELUDE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving 
soon. 
C Amen. 
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P God of mercy, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 

We trust earthly powers and human authority alone. 
We grow fearful. We cling to false comforts. 

P God of might, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 

We have turned away from our neighbors. 
We have trusted false promises. 

P God in our midst, 
C we confess that we have sinned. 

We plead: come to us. 
Bring your mercy to birth in us. 

P A righteous branch springs forth: 
it is Christ the Lord, our Savior, 
in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
receive the grace and forgiveness of God 

through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 
C Amen.  

Sunday Learning Group:   "We Make The Road By Walking” 

1st and 3rd Sundays  

———— 

Sunday, December 15 at Michael & Irma Kelly's Home 

85 Saint Matthew Road, Lititz 

11:30 AM (a bit later start due to Breakfast Church) 

 

We are studying Brian McLaren's, "We Make The Road By Walking”.   McLaren com-

ments about his book that "Christian faith is still 'in the making'. It continues to grow, 

evolve, learn, change, emerge, and mature … in and through us.   I want to introduce 

people to a vision of the Christian faith and the biblical narrative not as a box, set in 

stone, and not as a parking lot (where we await the ferry to heaven), but as a road … that 

is extended into the future by all of us, walking forward in the Spirit together."  

 

Come join us as together we walk wisely and joyfully into the future of our faith, learn-

ing, growing and changing, journeying together to make the road! 

Park at the parking lot across from the playground and you’ll be directed to the luminary 
path. Following the walk, caroling and refreshments will await in Pavilion 1. Local folk 
artists, the Harmony Singers, will be headlining the music groups. Flashlights are highly 
recommended. All ages are welcome to attend this family event! 
For more info contact Tom Burnett | Cell: 717-466-4218 | Email: tgburnett@gmail.com 
 
They still need a few volunteers to help out: 

 Donations of cookies 20 more dozen (we have almost 60 dozen but are expecting 
more people this year) Cookies should be delivered to the Pavilion 1 between 4:30 
and 5:00 pm on Saturday, the 8th 

 Two helpers to set up early in the day (setting up lights, washing the tables, sweep-
ing the pavilion 

 Beginning at 2:45 on Saturday 2-4 more volunteers to help set up the luminaries 
4. Need two more volunteers to walk the trails during the event 
5. Need two volunteers to help with traffic flow at the food lines especially from 5:30 -

7 pm 
6. Volunteers to help serve food - 3 more folks would be great - shifts are 5:00- 6:45 

set up and serve line 1 and 6:45 - 8:30 serve and clean up line 
7. Photo Booth - need 1 volunteer for each of the 6:30-7:15 and 7:15 - 8:00 shifts 
 
If you can help, please contact or Tina Mast Burnett, 2tburnett@gmail.com, or text/call 

717-538-4516 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Wednesday Evening Vespers  
6:30pm 
meeting by Zoom (link in weekly newsletter) or Facebook live. 
 
Come together for simplified evening prayer followed by social conversation. 
 
Poinsettias for Christmas 
This Christmas season, we invite you to honor the memory of a loved one by sponsoring 
a poinsettia for our church. For a donation of $8, you can dedicate a poinsettia in 
memory of someone special, and their name will be listed in our church bulletin as part 
of this meaningful tribute.  

If you would like to participate, please contact Saralyn Jantzi  in the church office by 
December 16. Thank you for helping to make our sanctuary a place of beauty and re-
flection as we celebrate the birth of Christ.  

Christmas Luminary Walk! 
at Roland Park 
Saturday, December 14, 5:30pm-8pm 
Coordinated by Pilgrims Mennonite and sponsored by the churches in Akron 
 
Join us for a Christmas Luminary Walk. This is a free evening with carols, music, 
homemade cookies, hot cocoa, and walking two paths lit by around 800 luminary lan-
terns through the evergreen woods and an option of a flat/easier trail that starts near the 
playground parking lot. 
 

Christmas Cookies for Peter’s Porch 
In collaboration with the Ephrata Baseball Association we are planning to provide 
Christmas cookies for our guests at Peter’s Porch on December 21st.  

We are planning for each group to provide: 
- 40 bags  
- 6 cookies in each bag (zip lock bags are okay), homemade or purchased 
 
If you’re interested in providing cookies, please let Saralyn Jantzi know by calling or 
emailing the office. We currently need 10 more bags of cookies.  

Thank you to those that have already signed up! 

GATHERING HYMN    “Prepare the Royal Highway”  (ELW 264)  

ADVENT LITANY 

P Lord have mercy. 
C Lord have mercy. 
P Christ have mercy. 
C Christ have mercy. 
P Lord have mercy. 
C Lord have mercy. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (ELW 242) verse 1  

P  Blessed are you, Lord, the  God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and set them free. 
C You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your servant David.  
P   Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies, 
   from the hands of all who hate us, 
C to show mercy to our forebears, 
  and to remember your holy covenant. 
P This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
  to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
C free to worship you without fear, holy and righteous before you,  
 all the days of our life. 
P And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before 

the Lord to prepare the way, 
C to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. 
P  In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall  break upon us, 
C  to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  Amen.   

CIRCLE OF PRAYER 

Ron Ayers, Suzanne Baumgardner, Doris Bernadicci, Bonnie Bleacher, Kirsten Blose 

and family, Stephanie Cambell, Logan Dohner, Arthur Drescher, Tracy Fox and family, 

Tim Hertzog, Lois Hicks, Len and Janet Hoffman, Waltraut Karklins, friends and family 

of Skip Kopp, Karen Laudenslager, Phil Lehman and his sister Karen, Jacob Longe-

necker, Linda Losito, Susan Mindermann, family and friends of Paul Moore, Gisela Pi-

larte, Nancy Reber, Roberts and Cropper families, Marie Rosati, Shirley Royer, Michael 

Royer, Judy Schaffer, the family of David Schwalm, Dale Shepherd, Jerry Solomon, 

Dayton Stauffer, Don Trupe, Martha Weidman and Family, Jim and Sandy Young 

COMING UP NEXT 

Every Wednesday, 8:15-9:30 am: Morning Meditation. At Zion Lutheran Church. 

Every Wednesday, 6:30pm: Wednesday Evening Vespers. Meeting by zoom or Face-

book live. The link for zoom is in the weekly newsletter. 

Today, 11:15am: Rail Trail Church. Meet at Warwick TWP Building in 

pavilion. 

December 14, 5:30pm-8pm: Christmas Luminary Walk. See Announcements for 

more info. 

December 15, 11:30am: Sunday Learning Group.  

December 20, 7pm: Polar Express Party. At Zion Lutheran Church. 

December 21, 8am: Peter’s Porch. 

December 22, 11:15am: Rail Trail Church. Meet at Warwick TWP Building in 

pavilion. 

December 22, 7pm: Advent/Christmas Night in the Barn. At Wittel Farm. 

December 23-27: Church Office Closed. 

December 25: NO Morning Meditation. 

 

Birthdays and anniversaries this week: 

10th - Janet Chalfant 



DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C Thanks be to God.  

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission un-

der Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS022246. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Educa-
tion of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give 
to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
C Amen. 

 WORD 
(Please be seated)  

 
We begin this time of listening with silence. What do you need to hear today? What  
toxic, painful, or disturbing words have you heard that you need to delete, erase, or  

forget? 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  “Light One Candle” (ELW 240) Verse 2 
 

FIRST READING:   Malachi 3:1-4  
God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means “my 
messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining 
God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.  
 
1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifi-
er of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and sil-
ver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Ju-
dah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former 
years. 
 
R The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11  
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter about his 
joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted 
Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in 
love and knowledge.  

SENDING 

BLESSING 

L  Keep awake! The days are surely coming, says the Lord. Stand up and raise your 
heads, for your redemption is drawing near.  May the one who was and is and is to 
come, the almighty God, ruler of heaven and earth, the son of man who comes with the 
clouds, and the Holy Spirit giver of light, dwell in your hearts and give you peace.   
C  Amen.  

SENDING SONG  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  (ELW 257) (Verses 3 and 4)  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A  Let us pray:  
C Generous God, 
we thank you for the gift of life, 
for the bread of salvation. 
We thank you for coming among us, 
for leading us into peace. 
We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
for sending us into the world. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
as we feed the hungry in your name. 
Amen. 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

P The body and blood of Jesus Christ, who was and is and will come again, strengthen 
your faith, increase your hope, and grant you peace.    
C Amen.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “Wait for the Lord” (ELW 262)  

Sung once before and once after the gospel reading:  

3 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4 constantly praying with joy in every one 
of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  
 
7 It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, 
for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel. 8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with 
the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, 
so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11 having produced the har-
vest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
R The word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 



PREACHING OF THE WORD Rev. Dr. Matthew Lenahan 

GOSPEL:  Luke 3:1-6 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the for-
giveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the spec-
trum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.  
 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was gover-
nor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  
 
3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5 Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Repeat Gospel Acclamation  

We conclude this time of listening with silence. What did you hear god saying to you? 
What will you carry with you, repeat, or hear as an echo after you leave here? What 
words do you need to share with someone else? 

LAMB OF GOD (ELW 195) 

SONG DURING COMMUNION “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” (ELW 488) 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

The pastor gives thanks to God for the gifts of creation, for the cross of Christ and the 
means of salvation, for the bread and cup that become His body and blood, and for the 
Holy Spirit, sent to dwell in our hearts and minds by faith.  ‘Eucharist’ literally means 
‘thanksgiving’ and so we come to the table with thankful hearts lifted up to God, the 
giver of life.   

We hear the instructions of St. Paul to the Corinthian church on celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper; and we hear the words of Jesus to his disciples: “Take and eat, take and drink, 
this is my body, this is my blood, given and shed for you.  Do this in remembrance of 
me.” Trust that Christ is present for you in this meal.  

LORD'S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:   
C     Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name,     

thy kingdom come,     

thy will be done,      

on earth as it is in heaven.    

Give us this day our daily bread;   

and forgive us our trespasses,    

as we forgive those     

who trespass against us;    

and lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.    

For thine is the kingdom,    

and the power, and the glory,    

forever and ever.      
Amen.       

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
C Come, Lord Jesus, in the bread and cup we share.  

COMMUNION 

We practice the ancient rite of the Lord’s Supper every week.  All people who hunger 
for God’s grace and peace in their lives are welcome to receive the bread and 
cup.  Please come forward in the center aisle, take an empty cup, kneel at the altar, and 
return by the side aisle. In this meal, you are joined with Christ, your sins are forgiven, 
and you receive God’s strength for daily life. We are sent from the table to serve others 
in his name. We offer gluten free bread and grape juice, as an alternative to the bread 
and wine, for those who require or prefer it. All are fed at the table of grace! 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Comfort, Comfort Now My People ” (ELW 256)  

NICENE CREED  A confessing church publicly announces our faith in the Trinity.  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 



begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need of God’s compassionate 
mercy; The response is; God of hope, hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you. 
C And also with you. 
We share a sign of peace with one another; a hug. Handshake, and the words “peace be 
with you”.   

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

We receive an offering for the mission and ministry of the church.  Your gifts support 
weekly worship, pastoral ministry, and service to those in need locally and              
globally.  Please deposit your gifts in the offering plate located on the stand in the 
back of the sanctuary. You may also give online at www.zionakron.org . 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

L The Lord be with you, 
C And also with you 

L Lift up your hearts, 
C We lift them up to the LORD. 
L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray: 
C Creator God, 
you made the whole world, 
even the farthest stars, 
and you draw near to feed us. 
We praise you for these gifts of bread and wine. 
Strengthen us with this food 
that we may live in expectation 
for the advent of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

OFFERING SONG  “Accept O Lord the Gifts We Bring”   


